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Beth, Sidney, David, (Paul working), Joey, Esther, Sarah, Priscilla !!!! 
We attended the Stephen Harvey Family Reunion in Andrews, SC, 
and visited family & friends in CT, PA, NY, and Quebec.  Then we 
went on a Harvey Girl/SuperDad College Tour to NY, PA, IL, IN, OH, 
WV, NC, and VA.  We attended Samaritan’s Purse / World Medical 

Mission’s “Prescription for Renewal” Conference at The Cove (Billy Graham 
Training Center) in Ashville, NC, on the way.  Claire passed her road test and 
became a NY State licensed driver the day before we left to return to Congo.  

Violence erupts in the Equateur Province of 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 60 miles 
northeast and across the Oubangui River from 
Impfondo.  What started as tribal clashes, 
quickly transforms into a rebel movement, led by a witchdoctor named Odjani. 
 Eleven year old Grace got shot in the leg when trying to flee the fighting. 
By the end of the year 150,000 more men, women, and 
children take refuge in the Likouala Region, living in makeshift 
campsites along the riverbanks.  Impfondo’s population 
doubles to 68,055. 

Pioneer Christian Hospital receives two waves 
of wounded civilians, caught in the crossfire.  As 
God would have it, a team from  
HCJB Global Ecuador is on hand to help !!!! 

Because of the refugee crisis, a number of UN aid agencies and Humanitarian Organizations 
set up offices in town.  It seems like Impfondo is being invaded by white trucks with logos on 
the doors.  As the only hospital equipped to handle surgical emergencies in the region, we 
develop working relationships with MAG, Doctors Without Borders, MDA, UNHCR, Red Cross, 
ECHO, UNICEF, IPHD, WFP, government ministries, and Embassies.  A bunch of high level delegations, including government 

Ministers of Social Affairs, Humanitarian Action, Defense, Security, Health, etc.  came to 
visit our patients. 

 The Minister of Health visits PCH. 

In the middle of all this activity, the 
Wegner family arrives for their first term of 
service as career medical missionaries.  
Stephen is a Pediatric and Emergency 
Medicine Room physician.  His wife Anna 
and their 3 young children Ian, Isabelle, and 
Caleb are welcome additions to our team 
too.  

With ongoing violence and rebel activity along the river, we begin to receive a 
number of wounded combatants.  Christmas Eve we operate on a record ten patients in one day, all war wounded.  At one point, 
without realizing it, we admit wounded rebels to the same ward where some DRC government soldiers are recovering.  Violent 
score-settling in the hospital is narrowly avoided, thanks to an informant, and God’s grace.  During our Christmas Service, the Holy 
Spirit brings about a revival among our patients and their families!  Repentance, Reconciliation, Forgiveness, Awareness of God’s 
Protection, and Rejoicing!  How thrilling to see people who were trying to kill each other a few weeks before, worshipping and 
praising God together in the hospital chapel! 

At our weekly missionary team meetings, we continue to review emergency procedures just in case things get worse.  Talk about 
a tense time!  We are grateful that Anne Stephens from the C&MA is able to come and lead our team in some debriefing.  On New 
Years’ Eve Joe sends Becky and the kids to Brazzaville so they can take a break (from his stress), and he can relax with a few less 
dependents on the list, in case of evacuation. 

By the time things calm down, our records indicate that we have treated 55 people with gunshot wounds, 10 with 
machete wounds, and none of them died!  Even with God’s obvious blessing and protection, we are overwhelmed by 
the rapid turnover of hospital and missionary staff, the constant flow of visitors, and a lot of other very sick patients 
(most get better miraculously, but some die, despite our best efforts).  We are unable to keep up.  Joe and Rachel 
Maurais (our outgoing hospital administrator) prepare annual meetings with the hospital employees.  We are able to 
raise the pay scale for the second time in 4 years ☺.  Joe travels to Kenya for the Christian Medical & Dental
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Associations’ Continuing Medical Education Conference.  Joe’s last uncle, Walter Barth   Noah Turns 9 ↓ 
dies, and we miss another family funeral $.  The Phillips Family who served as hosts at 
GOM’s Bravo Ministry Center and Guest House in Brazzaville, leave for an indefinite 
furlough.  Olivia & Claire visit friends at Rain Forest International School in Cameroon. 

The Marsh family arrives after 8 years of deputation!  For the first time in the 
history of Pioneer Christian Hospital, we have 3 doctors, a pharmacist, an 
administrator, a chaplain, a physician’s assistant, a qualified lab technician, a 
mechanic, skilled interpreters, a construction supervisor, and 5 missionary 
nurses, all at the same time.  This enables us to make great strides forward in 
patient care and organization.  Unfortunately, our time with a complete 

team ends way too soon, as vacations, support 
shortfalls, higher education, and furloughs pull 
people in different directions, and short-termers 
return home. 

Becky & Olivia, then Joe & Noah, travel 
to the US as Olivia starts her freshman 
year at Cedarville University in Ohio !!!!  
Claire & Isabelle stay home in Impfondo 
and improve their cooking and baking 

skills.  Joe’s Aunt Susan Harvey (father’s sister) dies 
in Maine, just after we return to Congo.  We cry.  
We miss Olivia.  God puts our tears in a bottle. 
 Claire & Joe travel to Switzerland for GOM’s Bi-Annual 
European Conference and visit missionary friends on the way--an 
early senior trip for Claire, now in her junior year of high school. 

Becky’s Mom dies November 10.  After 5+ years since 
Dad Jones’ death, we have the blessed assurance that  
Delbert & Waneta Jones are together again! !!!! 
We can’t make it to the funeral in time, but are 
comforted in our grief and thankful to be drawn 

closer to family just the same.  GOM’s Pioneer Christian Hospital Executive Committee holds its 4th 
Annual Meeting in Brazzaville.  Joe is re-elected medical director for another term.  Our team pulls 
together to make final preparations to begin a nurses’ training program.  We are honored to serve as the groom’s 
witnesses for our friends’ wedding in Pointe Noire, which turned out to be a celebration of biblical proportions!  We enjoy yet 
another Happy Thanksgiving, ↓ Merry Christmas & Harvey New Year in Impfondo. 

HELP WANTED 

We have an ongoing critical need for the following personnel: 
† Administrator / Logistics / Business Agent 
† Surgeon  
† Nurses (LPN, RN, RNP, &/or CRNA)  
† Physician's Assistant & Midwives  
† Mechanic/Maintenance Director  
† Pilot/Mechanic (& airplane) 
† Radio Station Manager/Broadcast Engineer  
† Teachers & Teachers’ Helpers 
† Executive Secretary 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

While we Harveys remain fully supported, and extremely grateful for your support, the hospital project and some of our team 
members are in need of additional monthly support: † The Marsh Family (assistant nursing supervisor) lacks $1,110/month. 

 † Melanie Madinga (hospital bookkeeper) lacks $50/month. 
 † Suzy Lardner (pharmacist & administrative assistant) lacks $195/month. 

If you would like to help, please contact Global Outreach Mission. 
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